
Martin Luther King Plaza Homeowners Association 

Building and Ground Reference Guide 

Effective:  February 1, 2008 

 

This document has been prepared by the Board of the Martin Luther King Plaza 

Homeowners’ Association (the Board) in order to clarify and create a uniform structure 

of the rules and regulations that apply to this homeowners’ association. 

 

These guidelines are not exhaustive, or all inclusive of every possible scenario.  These are 

merely guidelines that should be followed by homeowners.  Other instances that have not 

been named might occur and fall under the Board’s governance per the Bylaws of this 

Homeowners’ Association.  Homeowners are suggested to error on the side of requesting 

a structural change for any change to the exterior of their property.  

  

Note:  All fines listed are appealable.  Appeals will be heard by the Board at 

homeowners’ association meetings, or at special meetings with Board members arranged 

by the person being fined and the Board. 

 

Building Exterior: 

 

A. The exterior of the building shall be properly maintained and in keeping with 

original aesthetics.  This includes the maintenance of all roofs, siding, windows, 

doors, and any approved changes made to the structure of the house.  Should 

damages occur, the homeowner shall have 30 days from notification to make the 

necessary repairs.   

   

Enforcement:  Should repairs not be made within 30 days, a $25 fine will be levied on the 

homeowner notifying them of the disrepair that needs to be remedied.  After an additional 

30 days if repairs are not made, a fine of $10 per business day will be levied on the 

homeowner. 

 

Parking: 

 

A. Parking on grass is strictly prohibited. 

B. Parking in the public driveway (unless to temporarily load and unload while being 

with the vehicle, or leaving the vehicle unattended for no more than 30 minutes) 

is strictly forbidden. 

C. Parking of Boats, RV homes/Campers are forbidden. 

D. Parking of commercial vehicles is forbidden.  Commercial vehicles that are the 

size of passenger vehicles are allowed (example: a car with a logo on it).  This 

includes construction vehicles (dump trucks, back hoes, bulldozers, etc), or other 

vehicles deemed to be for only business use by the board (ice cream trucks, 

vending carts, etc). 

E. Vehicles must be parked within property footprint.  

F. No more that two automobiles are permitted to be parked on the property. 



Enforcement:  Should a violation occur a $25 fine will be levied on the homeowner for 

parking violations.  Should a vehicle be parked in a common driveway, that vehicle is 

subject to being towed at the vehicle owner’s expense. 

 

 

 

Grounds: 

 

A. It is the responsibility of the homeowner to maintain and manicure their grounds. 

This includes all exterior surfaces (grass, driveway parking pad, sidewalks [front 

and rear]), and flower beds.     

B. Grass:  Maintenance of the lawn referenced above will include fines for homes 

with grass exceeding 8 inches in height from the ground.  This is only applicable 

to locations that have elected not to have there grass maintained by the association 

(people who opted out, or areas that are un-accessible because of fencing).  Areas 

of dirt or mud must be planted with grass seed or sod in order to restore the lawn 

to a good condition.  This includes areas damaged by parking and/or excessive 

use. 

C. Weeds:  Weeds are identified by the Board as any plant that is unsightly or plants 

growing in areas that are not deemed as planting areas.  This includes, but is not 

limited too, sidewalks, driveways, growing from under fences.   

D. Shrubbery, Plants, and Trees:  Any plant (including but not limited to trees, 

shrubs, flowers, mews, bushes, indigenous species) that can grow in excess of 6 

feet in height or circumference requires a structural change form to be completed.  

All other shrubs and plants shall be maintained (trimmed, pruned) in order to keep 

an acceptable appearance. 

E. Invasive species (plants that spread very easily) are not allowed.  Invasive species 

shall be determined by a vote of the board.   

F. Excessive liter must be removed by the homeowner.  Homeowners are 

responsible for keeping there properties clean. 

G. Private Well or septic systems are forbidden. 

H. Portable toilets are not allowed on private property at anytime.  (If temporary 

toilets are necessary for such things as major home renovation, approval from the 

board must be obtained and the portable toilet must be within a fence or locked). 

I. Permanent fuel storage tanks (gasoline, oil, propane, other volatile or dangerous 

chemicals) are not permitted.  Portable canisters (propane, gasoline) are allowed 

but must be stored safely in a secure location. 

J. Utilities shall be installed underground to the greatest extent possible. 

K. Farm animals or livestock (chickens, goats, cows, horses, etc) are not permitted. 

L. The number of pets is still limited to four.  Pets must be kept on homeowner’s 

property as to not be a nuisance or threat to neighbors.  All pet waste must be 

cleaned up by the owner of the animal. 

  

Enforcement:   

 



For maintenance issues (A-E): All houses that fail to follow these guidelines will receive 

a warning from the Board.  Once that warning has been giving, the homeowner shall have 

10 business days to take corrective action.  Should corrective action not be taken, a fine 

of $25 will be issued.  If after an additional 30 days no changes have been made, the 

board may impose fines of $10 per business day until the problem has been addressed. 

Note:  There will be no warnings for plants being planted in excess of 6ft in height as this 

would be a direct violation of structural change rules.   

 

For non-maintenance issues (F-K):  There will be no warnings.  A fine of $25 will be 

levied and if no corrective action is made after 30 days a fine of $10 per business day will 

be levied against the homeowner. 

 

 

 

 

Trash: 

 

A. Trash may only be placed out for pickup after 7pm the day before pickup.  Trash 

cans must be returned to storage areas by 8am the day after pick up in accordance 

with city guidelines. 

B. Excessive trash build up on properties is not allowed.  Excessive trash will be 

deemed as trash that would be accumulated after 3 weeks of normal living 

conditions. 

C. Trash cans cannot be stored in the front of the property.  Storage shall be in the 

rear of the property and in closed cans or in storage shed. 

D. The above referenced rules (A-C) apply to recycling materials as well.   

 

Enforcement:  A fine of $25 will be levied for non-compliance of the above regulations.  

Should corrective actions not be taken after 30 days, fines of $10 per business day will be 

levied.  Fines of $25 shall be enforceable for each instance regarding rule A. 

 

Commercial Use: 

 

A. Commercial Use is currently forbidden out of properties zoned for residential use 

only.  The exceptions are the corner units that were built for commercial purposes 

(Catherine and 13
th

).  All other homes are for residential purposes only.  Any 

businesses being run out of the home that includes the visit of patrons (massage 

parlors, hair salons, stores, etc) are forbidden, as well as storage of business 

supplies on visible property (machinery, equipment, vehicles, etc). 

B. Properties with commercial use will maintain the area around their business, as 

well as arrange for trash pickup. 

 

Enforcement:  If a homeowner is found to be running a business out of their home they 

will be given a warning and upon the next incidence of non-compliance a fine of $250 

and each incident thereafter. 

 



Board Member Approvals: 

 

1) 

 

2) 

 


